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R   TARYAK 
SEPTEMBER 1st, 2009 

The Weekly Bulletin of the Rotary Club of Fort Myers, Inc. 

PRESIDING 
   Pres. Gary  Bryant 
 
NATIONAL PLEDGE 
   Wayne Daltry 
 
INVOCATION 
   Bob Hennigan 
 
FOUR-WAY TEST 
   Beverly Grady 
 
MUSIC 
   Lalai Hamric 
 
 
NEXT WEEKS  
PROGRAM 
“River District  
   Development”  
      ~ Don Paight 
 
 
TO THINK UPON: 
“It is only through a com-
mitment to innovation that 
we can persevere through 
these economic times and 
[continue] to Save Babies 
Lives. 
   ~ David Yates, President 
   Healthy Start Coalition 
   Annual Address, Aug 2009  

 
 

 

This Week’s Program: 
MARCH OF DIMES 

Presented by Rich Gallo 

 For reasons largely unknown, more than 460,000 babies are born pre-
maturely in the U.S. every year, many so small that their lives hang in the bal-
ance.  These premature babies can suffer lifelong consequences such as mental 
retardation, blindness, chronic lung disease and cerebral palsy. While most sur-
vive, some are so tiny that doctors can't save them. 
 
 The problem of prematurity has always been an important target for the 
mission of March of Dimes; to save babies because of its close relationship to 
birth defects, infant mortality and low birthweight.  However, the alarming in-
crease in premature births over the last decade has prompted the March of 
Dimes to launch a new campaign to raise public awareness of the problem of 
prematurity and, ultimately, to find ways to reduce the occurrence of premature 
birth. 

 
 Since 1984, the foundation has funded at least 
200 grants grants related to low birthweight and pre-
maturity totaling more than $13 million.  In 1998, the 
March of Dimes began its six-year Perinatal Epidemi-
ology Research Initiative, investing more than $5.7 
million in research to study how factors such as stress, 
infection, genetics and environment may trigger pre-
term labor. 
 
 No one is working harder than the March of 
Dimes to fight premature birth.  They vow to continue 
the fight until we reach the day when every baby is 
born healthy. 

IMPORTANT ROTARY DATES: 
01 SEP  Tues Noon  New Member Inductions  Yacht Club 
01 SEP  Tues  4:00p  Italian Fest Committee   Rotary Office 
10 SEP  Thur  5:30p  Club After-Work Happy Hour   Bennett's Fresh Roast Cafe 
12 SEP  Sat  9:00a  Dictionary Labeling Day  School Dist. Admin Center 
17 SEP  Thur  7:00a  Board of Directors Meeting  Waterman Broadcasting 
02 OCT  Fri   Dictionary Day    Various Lee Cty Schools 
04 OCT  Sun  11:00a  Club Italian Fest     Alliance of the Arts 
15 NOV Sun   District NFL Football Trip  Bus trip to Miami 
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Dear Fellow Rotarian, 
  
 Do we have a great Rotary Club or what?  At our 
regular Noon meeting this past Tuesday, our Club donated 
an even $1,000 for our Adopt-A-Battalion’s “Operation 
Good Night’s Sleep” project.  That money will go to pur-
chasing a new set of twin sheets and a pillow case for all 
300 of our single Soldiers in the 1-77th Field Artillery Bat-
talion.  When those Soldiers deploy back to Germany after 
having served a year in Iraq they will be able to crawl into 
their already made bunk and get a good night’s sleep.   
 
 Thanks to our Adopted Ft. Myers High School, 
thru the efforts of Skip Camp’s wife, Paul Harris Fellow 
Carol Camp, one of our great teachers, the Troops will also 
have a “Thank You, Welcome Home” letter waiting for 
them on their newly made bunks. 
 
 This symbolic way of saying thank you and wel-
come home was the idea of our Battalion Commander’s 
wife, Mrs. Kathi Hite, and the Officer’s Wives Club of our 
battalion.  Mrs. Hite and her fellow officer’s wives will use 
our donations, along with others, to purchase the sheet sets 
and pillow cases.  We all feel that the single Soldier’s re-
turning to their home base in Germany during November 
& December should have something special waiting on 
them when they get to their barracks.  We will show them 
that we really do care and appreciate what they have done 
during the past year. 
 
 Thank you all very, very much for all the love and 
gratitude you have shown these wonderful young Ameri-
cans.  They are some of our finest, and they deserve what 
we as a Club have done for them.  If you did not have a 
chance to contribute this past Tuesday we will take up one 
more last collection on Tuesday, September 1.  If you 
would like to purchase one or more bed sheet and pillow 
case sets they cost $10 a set.  Thank you all so much!  You 
all make me proud to be in our Club! 
 
 Our Board has authorized Trust Fund allocations 
in excess of $32k for this year.  If you know of organiza-
tions that would be eligible and appropriate to apply for 
one of our Trust Fund grants please make them aware.  For 
more information contact any of our Club Officers, or 
Cherry in the office.   We are accepting grant requests to 

be considered during the 2nd qtr.  Those must be turned in 
by October 15, 2009. 
 
 ATTA-GIRL to Crista Stouffer who has volun-
teered to be our H1N1 Vaccination project Chairperson.  
When we have more information of what our requirement 
for that project will be we’ll pass it on.  We are expecting a 
request from the Lee County Health Department to have 
volunteers help out at the inoculation sites similar to what 
volunteers do at voting sites on Election Day. 
  
 Our First Annual Rotary Club of Fort Myers Ital-
ian Fest is right around the corner and we will have a vol-
unteer worker sign up sheet at our meeting on September 
1.  Please be prepared to sign up and help us out with that 
event.  More info to follow.  ATTA-BOY’s to Steve and 
Bob from Waterman Broadcasting for the really super 
PSA “spot” that is running on NBC.  That spot PSA an-
nouncement is really cool. 
 
 ATTA-BOY’s and GIRL’s to our Information 
Committee led by Chairman Past President Walter Grace.  
Past President’s Steve Pontius, Gary Green, Patricia 
Bell, and Past District Governor Paul Musler did a super 
job with our first Information Committee Meeting of the 
New Year.  Thank you folks for that important piece of 
work.  Also thanks and ATTA-BOY to David Yates for 
his technical presentation and to our Executive Secretary 
Cherry Robson for all she does for that committee and all 
our new members.  
 
 District 6960 is putting together a trip to Miami on 
November 15 to see an NFL Football game.  If anyone is 
interested, the cost is $110 per person.  Please contact Dis-
trict Secretary Pete  if you would like more info. 
 
 ATTA-GIRL’s to Shirley Furry and Lalai Ham-
ric for our inspiring piano playing and singing this week.  
Those two ladies combined are a great team and we appre-
ciate the spark they bring to our weekly  meetings.  More 
than one member has commented about the recent piano 
playing by Shirley.  Thank You! 
 
 ATTA-GIRL to Joni Logan and ATTA-BOY to 
Ed Kominowski for helping us get our Edison State Col-
lege Scholarship program going this year.  We will have a 
sophomore enrolled using her second year of our scholar-

(Continued on page 3) 

 PRESIDENTS LETTER: 
 September 1st, 2009 
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Happy Birthday  

 
 

Beverly Grady - September 1st 
 
 
                     

MEETING  MAKE-UPS 
 

Danny Adams @ eClub – 100% 
Samira Beckwith @ South Club – 100% 

Steve Calabro @ eClub 
Pat Mann @ Sanibel/Captiva – 100% 

John McGee @ Rotary – 100% 
Bill Opp 2)@ Sunrise & South Club – 100% 

Marty Redovan @ Board Mtg. – 100% 
David Shaw @ eClub – 100% 
Gay Thompson @ Italian Fest 

 
 

Keep Those Make-Ups  Coming! 
Please Turn them in Promptly 

 

ship funds, and we will have a new starting freshman en-
rolled using our funds as well.  Both students are FMHS 
graduates, and we will try to have them visit our Club this 
year.  Thanks to all of Wally Faber’s good work in the past, 
our Board has chosen to continue that program.   
 
 ATTA-GIRL'S too, to five of our members who 
made the Fort Myers Florida Weekly Business Section (Aug 
26 - Sep 1), featured in an article entitled "meet the Power 
Women": 
 
   Pamela Templeton - Thriving in a Man's World 
  Julia East - Community Connector 
  Sarah Owen - Fighting Hunger 
  Elinor Scricca - Passion for Education 
  Victoria Stephan - All About Kids 
 
 Please see the email you were sent and the hard 
copy insert in the YAK about updating your personal infor-
mation on the District website.  Cynthia Detrick from 
CopyLady has generously agreed to print some of our very 
popular Club Member Directories at no charge to the Club.  
The Board has decided to charge $10.00 for each of those 
directories with all of the proceeds going to The Rotary 
Foundation.  Thank you again Cynthia for that generous act 
of “Service Above Self”.  Those newly printed directories 
will be available on October 1, 2009.  It is very important 
that we all update our info on the District website not later 
than September 15.  We will start publishing our directories 
right after that info update period. 
 
 In our July Financial Operating Statement you no-
ticed we were below our budgeted revenue.  That is because 

some of us have not paid our July-December dues yet.  If 
you haven’t paid, please get those in as soon as possible. 
 
 Thanks for all the Meeting make-ups.  Our average 
weekly attendance is getting on up there.  Let’s keep up the 
good work! 
 
Thanks! 
          - Gary 

(Continued from page 2) 

Rotarian Gary Green helping to spread the word about our 
upcoming Italian Fest.  What can you do to help out? 
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ROTARY CLUBS IN LEE COUNTY 
 

MONDAY  
- Fort Myers South / 12:00PM /  
   Crowne Plaza at Bell Tower 
TUESDAY  
- Fort Myers / 12:00PM / Royal Palm Yacht Club 
- Estero / 12:00PM / Elks Club on Coconut Road  
WEDNESDAY  
- Fort Myers East / 7:30AM / Verandah C.C.  
- Fort Myers Sunrise / 7:30AM /  
   Hilton Garden Inn  
- Bonita Springs / 7:30AM /  
   Spring Run Clubhouse  
- Cape Coral / 8:00AM / La Venezia  
- Cape Coral N. / 6:30PM / Cosmopolitan Grill  
THURSDAY  
- Lehigh Acres / 7:30AM / Westminster C.C.  
- North Fort Myers / 8:00AM / Del Tura C.C. 
- Bonita Springs / 12:00PM / Spanish Wells C.C. 
FRIDAY  
- Sanibel-Captiva / 7:30AM / Beachview  
- Cape Coral Gold Coast / 12:00PM /  
   Gulf Coast Village 
 

MISSED IT?  MAKE IT UP! 
 

LINKS TO ONLINE MAKE-UPS 
www.RotaryFortMyers.org 
www.RotaryEclub34.org 

YAK: 
EDITOR:         David Yates 

Email us at YAK@RotaryFortMyers.org 
 

Club Photographs Compliments of Paul Kling 
Copying Compliments of Cynthia & Dan Detrick 

 
 
Is it the truth; is it fair to all concerned? 
Will it build good will and better friendships? 
Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 
That’s the Rotary four way test! 
 
Adopted many years ago by Rotarians worldwide, 
Some simple rules for dealing 
With the people by your side. 
A guide for life’s decisions 
No doubt one of the best. 
Just 24 quite simple words… the four way test! 
 
Is it the truth; is it fair to all concerned? 
Will it build good will and better friendships? 
Will it be beneficial to all concerned? 
That’s the Rotary four way test!   

FOUR WAY TEST SONG 

 
ROTARY CLUB OF FORT MYERS, INC. 

Club #4312 - Chartered April, 1922 
Meeting at:  Royal Palm Yacht Club 

2360 West First Street  —  Fort Myers, Florida 33901 
Office:  2365 West First Street - Fort Myers, Florida 33901 

PH 239-332-8158 - FAX 239-332-1168   
Office@RotaryFortMyers.org     www.RotaryFortMyers.org 

 
Rotary International:  John Kenny (Scotland) 

www.Rotary.org 
Rotary Dist. 6960:  Dist. Governor Vince Cautero (Rotary of Naples) 

www.Rotary6960.org 

 

OFFICERS  
            GARY BRYANT   President  
            Bob Beville     President-Elect 
            Patricia Bell    Past President / VP  
            John McGowan   Secretary  
            John McGee   Treasurer  
  
 DIRECTORS 08-10  DIRECTORS 09-11 
 Bill de Deugd   Joni Logan 
 Jeff Mudgett   David Shaw 
 Bob Sheehan   Mark Stichter 

HAPPY “ROTARY”  
ANNIVERSARY 

 
We honor all of our fellow Rotarians who cele-
brate their anniversary in our club this month 
 
 
Willard Burgess   42 years 
Robin Brown   41 
Michael Basista   22 
Fred Anderson   13 
Laurie Swanson   12 
Robert Hennagin  11 
Gary Green   10 
Jeff Mudgett   10 
John McGee    6 
Tara Howe    5 
Chris Pendleton    5 
Carlos Cavenago   3 
Beverly Grady    3 
Norma Henriquez-Bridewell  2 
Leah Kirby    2 
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